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          Welcome to Big Bethel AME Church • Atlanta   
10:00AM Worship Service 

Sunday, September 11, 2022  
 

The Organ Prelude………..……………………………..……..…………………………Bro. Phillip Skerrett, Jr.  

 
The Doxology………..………………..………………………….……………………….………….A.M.E. Hymn No. 647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye  heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

The Call to Worship 

Minister:     I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!” Our feet have  

      been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! (Psalm 122:1-2) 

People:      For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in  

      the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. (Psalm 84:10) 

Minister:     For the sake of the house of the Lord our God; I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:9) 

People:      They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts  of our God. 

Minister:     O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells. 

People:      But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

Minister:     Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable  in  your sight,   

      O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14) 

People:      O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! I will sing of  loyalty and of  

       justice, to  you, O Lord, I will sing.  (Psalm 98:1,4) 

 

The Hymn of Praise………………………………………….……………….……AME Hymn #364 - My Hope Is Built 

  

1. My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But  

      wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

 

      REFRAIN: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sand. 
 

2. When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; In every high and stormy gale, My anchor   

      holds within the veil.  ~~REFRAIN~~ 
 
3.   When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found! Dressed in His righteousness a lone,  
      Faultless to stand before the throne!  ~~REFRAIN~~ 

 
The Invocation  
 
 

The Worship Through Music……………..…..……………….......Johnson Schofield Male Chorus 
 
The Responsive Scripture………..…………………….…..…………..……..………………..…….1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 

Minister:  
12 

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged  
                     me faithful and appointed me to his service, 
 

People:   
13 

even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I         
                   received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 
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The Responsive Scripture (Continued)……………….……...……..……………………………...1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
Minister:  

14
 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ  

                     Jesus. 
 
People:     

15
 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to  

                    save sinners--of whom I am the foremost. 
 
Minister:  

16
 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus    

                     Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who  
                     would come to believe in him for eternal life. 
 
ALL:          

17
 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever  

                      and ever. Amen. 
  
The Preface to the Decalogue……………………………...………………………….…………...…...AME Hymn #69 

From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise;  
let the Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue. 

 
The Summary of the Decalogue 

 
 
 

The Gloria Patri………...…………………………………………….……………………....AME Hymn #627 

The Welcome to Big Bethel………...…………………………….…………..…The Philippian Ministry 
 
 
The Pastor’s Words 
 

 

The Worship Through Music…………………........................…Johnson– Schofield Male Chorus 

 

The Sermon……………………………………….….Rev. Dr. Joseph N. Cousin, Sr., (D. Min.)  
                                                                          Senior Pastor, Allen Temple AMEC— Woodstock, GA 
                                                                                       
 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
The Benediction 

The Worship In Giving:  tithes & offering on Exit     

 

**Visitors may register their attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest  
Registration Form.   Thank You for worshipping with us and  

feel free to come again!!!! 
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Reverend Dr. Joseph Nathaniel Cousin, Sr., (D.Min.)  

was born on June 21, 1973, the fifth son of Bishop Philip and Mrs. Margaret 
Joan Cousin. Reverend Cousin has four brothers, Philip Jr., Steven, David, 
and Michael all of which are pastors in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Reverend Cousin is married to the former Carisalyn Nicole       
Williams and they have one beautiful daughter Miriam Joy and one son 
Joseph Nathaniel, Jr. 
 
Reverend Cousin graduated from Hampton University in 1995 with a  
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science. In 1998, he graduated from 
The Boston University School of Theology with a Master of Divinity     

Degree. Reverend Cousin also holds a Doctoral Degree from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in the field 
of Marriage and Family Therapy. He has also done further study at Oxford University, in Oxford England in 
conjunction with the Oxford Round Table. Additionally, in 2009, Reverend Cousin was blessed to represent 
emerging African American leaders in Israel, through an endeavor sponsored by Project Interchange and the 
American Jewish Committee. Reverend Cousin has also served on the General Board of The AME Church, as 
Vice-Chair of the Credentials Committee of the General Conference for both the 2012 and 2016 sessions, as a 
member of the General Conference Commission, and as the Dean and Chair of the Board Of Examiners Of The 
Michigan Annual Conference. 
 
Reverend Cousin began his pastoral ministry in 1997, at Bethel A.M.E. Church, in Schenectady, New York. He 
was later appointed to Mount Zion A.M.E. Church, in Norristown, Pennsylvania. After a fruitful tenure at 
Mount Zion, he was appointed to Morris Brown A.M.E. Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
In November 2004, he was appointed to Bethel A.M.E. Church in Ann Arbor, Michigan. During his tenure at 
Bethel God blessed the church with many accomplishments:  The church experienced significant growth both 
spiritually and numerically. There was a complete renovation of the sanctuary-including new pews, pulpit,     
carpet, and other aesthetic improvements- and audio-visual improvements were made-including the purchase of 
screens, projectors, and high definition cameras. 
 
An administration building was purchased which allowed for the establishment of a nursery and bookstore in the 
church. Live streaming of services, as well as online giving and kiosk giving, were some of the other                
technological improvements. 
 
New ministries were established which include but are not limited to: Campus Outreach, Health and Wellness, 
Church Bookstore, Nursery, Children’s Church, and Bridge The Gap (a ministry which connects families with 
young children with senior citizens-particularly those living by themselves). 
 
In June of 2017, after serving almost 13 years with the Bethel Ann Arbor Church Family, Pastor Cousin was 
appointed to lead The Allen Temple Woodstock Church Family. Pastor Cousin is humbled and honored to serve 
the marvelous people of Allen Temple and believes that God has many more wonderful blessings in store-and 
that God will allow him to continue the great vision and legacy that God has instilled within the church. 
 
Pastor Cousin believes that the best is yet to come, and is extremely excited about what God is doing and going 
to do. Pastor Cousin finds joy in preaching, teaching, and providing multi-faceted ministries for God’s people, 
and is truly blessed as God continues to smile upon and bless his ministry. 
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Tenth Sunday after  
Pentecost 

First reading Psalm Second  

reading 

Gospel 

September 11, 

2022 

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 
22-28  Psalm 14 

Exodus 32:7-14  

Psalm 51:1-10 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 Luke 15:1-10 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls. 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Bro. Horace Ford (770) 478-3013 

Sis. Jewel Foster (678)-770-2992  

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Deborah Stephens–Lattimore  (678) 945-4001 

Bro. Don Stewart  (678) 289-2579 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=279
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=279
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=279
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=279
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=279
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=279
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=279
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